no      SILVER AND SHEFFIELD  PLATE
Obviously, other things being equal, a late
seventeenth-century piece is more valuable than a
similar article a hundred years older, and while there
is small chance, of catching an expert familiar with
periods and styles, it is comparatively easy to trip
up an amateur without much experience. It is quite
possible to transfer the silver mark in a spoon or in
some old broken piece of comparatively low value to
a perfect piece of later elate, it; is not suggested that
this fraud is commonly practised, and certainly
repxitable dealers take every precaution to intercept
such pieces as they pass from hand to hand in the
ordinary way of trade. It needs only to be mentioned
to put the unwary on their guard. The insertion can
usually be detected under a hand magnifying lens,
especially if the piece is breathed upon before*, examina-
tion. The joints also reveal themselves when the
surface oxidises, just as does a soldered seam in any
typical piece of plate. The haphazard way in which
pieces were marked in bygone clays was designedly
clone and lias helped directly to make the perpetration
of this particular fraud difficult of execution. Against
deliberate marking of copies with fraudulent punches
the inexperienced collector has small chance of guarding
himself* Only experience or friendly counsel from
those who know will help him here, but there, is this
to be said that detection in such case warrants prose-
cution and that a conviction might mulct the offender
in heavy penalties.
Another form of fraud is that of conversion. If
readers of this book will study the prices scheduled in
Chapters V. to X, inclusive, they will gather that
certain articles are much more in demand than others.